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Inlet valve: The inlet valve assembly
must seat completely in the sideport
grooves or the mask won’t seal. If the
inlet valve is properly installed, you
should be able to rotate it easily with
your finger. If it’s difficult to move, try
installing it again. 

Disks: The outlet and inlet valves and
the nosecup all have disks. If any of the
disks are missing, you’ll have trouble
breathing or the eyelenses will fog up.
So make sure all the disks are installed. 

If the disks are torn or dirty, replace
them. Rotate the disks with your finger
to make sure they’re not sticking. If the
inlet valve disk sticks, replace it.
Sticking nosecup and outlet disks usual-
ly just need reseating. Remember, the
nosecup valve disks go inside the nose-
cup, not outside.
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One piece of equipment you want never to fail is your M40 or M42 protective
mask. A mask that can’t do its job leads to a condition called “can’t breathe”. But
just a few quick checks make breathing easy.

Voicemitters: The No. 1
mistake soldiers make with
their masks is putting the
side voicemitter in back-
wards. That offers you less
protection. The voicemit-
ters’ four bumps should
face out. 

Remember, the side
voicemitter has a rubber
gasket. If you forget to put
the gasket back in, the
voicemitter won’t have a
good seal. Tighten the side
voicemitter ring with the
D-ring on the carrier strap. 

Four bumps
face out?

Don’t forget
gasket

Inlet valve
should fit
in sideport
grooves

Disks missing,
torn, dirty, or
sticking?

Replace or
reseat disk

M40/M42-Series Masks…

you did

remember to

do your mask

pmcs, didn’t

you, harkins?

[gasp]
[wheeze]
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Tool Sets…

New Tool Kits Available
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Air flow deflector: The
deflector is supposed to be
on the left side of the mask
for a right-handed shooter
and on the right side for a
left-handed shooter. If the
deflector’s on the wrong
side, let your NBC NCO
switch it. If the job’s not
done correctly, the mask
can be torn. 

Outlet valve cover:
Make sure the cover fits
snugly. The cover’s holes
that fit over the valve body
lugs may tear over time
and the cover won’t stay
on. Get the cover replaced
if necessary.

Carrier: Check that the
hook-and-pile holds the
carrier shut. If the carrier
flap flaps open without
much pulling, the hook-
and-pile may need clean-
ing. Wipe off dirt with a
plastic brush. 

Deflector on
correct side?

Cover holes
too big?

Clean hook-
and-pile
with brush

now you

realize the

importance

of mask PM.

The Army continues

to improve the

tool kits used by

repairmen to 

maintain equipment. 

The tools

themselves are of

higher quality

and are under

warranty.

connie,

is that one

of the new

tool kits?

how is

it an

improve-

ment?

these

are the

new

kits…

PS will let

you know when

other new tool

kits hit the

supply system.

yes, it is. the New tool

kits have a lighter, more

durable tool box and

foam inserts for each

tool to fit in, making

inventory quicker. 

• Small Arms Tool Kit,
NSN 5180-01-462-4254,
LIN W51910, SC 5180-095-B71

• Aircraft Armament
Individual Repairman Tool
Set, NSN 5180-01-433-4469,
LIN W59034,
SC 5180-95-A69

• Aircraft Armament Team
Repairman Tool Set,
NSN 5180-01-433-4470,
LIN T59171, SC 5180-95-B70

• General Mechanics Tool Kit,
NSN 5180-01-481-8389,
LIN T28688, SC 5180-95-B47

• Electronic Repairman Tool
Kit, NSN 5180-01-460-9328,
LIN W37388, SC 5180-91-R64

ooh!

ooh!
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